
 

The Apostles' Creed                     
(as usually recited today) 

BELIEVE in God the Father 
Almighty, Maker of heaven and 

earth: And in Jesus Christ his only 
Son, our Lord; who was conceived by 
the Holy Ghost, born of the virgin 
Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, dead, and buried; he 
descended into hell; the third day he 



 

rose again from the dead; he 
ascended into heaven, and sitteth on 
the right hand of God the Father 
Almighty; from thence he shall come 
to judge the quick and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy 
catholic church; the communion of 
saints; the forgiveness of sins; the 
resurrection of the body; and the life 
everlasting. Amen 
 



 

2 Timothy 2:15 (KJV)  
15 Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a 
workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly 
dividing the word of truth. 
2 Timothy 3:16-17 (NKJV)  
16 All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and 
is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for 
correction, for instruction in righteousness,  
17 that the man of God may be complete, 
thoroughly equipped for every good work. 
1 Corinthians 2:13 (NKJV)  
13 These things we also speak, not in words which 
man's wisdom teaches but which the Holy Spirit 
teaches, comparing spiritual things with spiritual. 
 



 

Genesis 25:8 (NKJV)  
8 Then Abraham breathed his last and died in a 
good old age, an old man and full of years, and 
was gathered to his people. 
Genesis 49:29 (NKJV)  
29 Then he charged them and said to them: "I 
am to be gathered to my people; bury me with 
my fathers in the cave that is in the field of 
Ephron the Hittite, 
Matthew 12:40 (NKJV)  
40 For as Jonah was three days and three nights 
in the belly of the great fish, so will the Son of 
Man be three days and three nights in the heart 
of the earth. 



 

 
1 Peter 3:18-19 (NKJV)  
18 For Christ also suffered once for sins, the just 
for the unjust, that He might bring us to God, 
being put to death in the flesh but made alive by 
the Spirit,  
19 by whom also He went and preached to the 
spirits in prison, 
 
2 Peter 2:4 (NKJV)  
4 For if God did not spare the angels who 
sinned, but cast them down to hell and delivered 
them into chains of darkness, to be reserved for 
judgment; 



 

Jude 1:6 (NKJV)  
6 And the angels who did not keep their proper 
domain, but left their own abode, He has 
reserved in everlasting chains under darkness 
for the judgment of the great day; 
 
NOTE The last two verses talk about the 
angles who had children with the daughters 
of men, Gen 6 
 
Acts 2:27 (NKJV)  
27 For You will not leave my soul in Hades, Nor 
will You allow Your Holy One to see corruption. 
(a quote from Psalm 16) 



 

 
Luke 16:19-31 (NKJV)  
19 "There was a certain rich man who was 
clothed in purple and fine linen and fared 
sumptuously every day.  
20 But there was a certain beggar named 
Lazarus, full of sores, who was laid at his gate,  
21 desiring to be fed with the crumbs which fell 
from the rich man's table. Moreover the dogs 
came and licked his sores.  
22 So it was that the beggar died, and was 
carried by the angels to Abraham's bosom. The 
rich man also died and was buried.  
23 And being in torments in Hades, he lifted up 



 

his eyes and saw Abraham afar off, and 
Lazarus in his bosom.  
24 Then he cried and said, 'Father Abraham, 
have mercy on me, and send Lazarus that he 
may dip the tip of his finger in water and cool my 
tongue; for I am tormented in this flame.'  
25 But Abraham said, 'Son, remember that in 
your lifetime you received your good things, and 
likewise Lazarus evil things; but now he is 
comforted and you are tormented.  
26 And besides all this, between us and you 
there is a great gulf fixed, so that those who 
want to pass from here to you cannot, nor can 
those from there pass to us.'  



 

27 Then he said, 'I beg you therefore, father, that 
you would send him to my father's house,  

 
28 for I have five brothers, that he may testify to 
them, lest they also come to this place of 
torment.'  
29 Abraham said to him, 'They have Moses and 
the prophets; let them hear them.'  
30 And he said, 'No, father Abraham; but if one 
goes to them from the dead, they will repent.'  
31 But he said to him, 'If they do not hear Moses 
and the prophets, neither will they be persuaded 
though one rise from the dead.' "  



 

 
 
Ephesians 4:8-10 (NKJV)  
8 Therefore He says: "When He ascended on 
high, He led captivity captive, And gave gifts to 
men."  
9 (Now this, "He ascended"--what does it mean 
but that He also first descended into the lower 
parts of the earth?  
10 He who descended is also the One who 
ascended far above all the heavens, that He 
might fill all things.)  
 
  



 

 
 
2 Corinthians 12:2-4 (NKJV)  
2 I know a man in Christ who fourteen years 
ago--whether in the body I do not know, or 
whether out of the body I do not know, God 
knows--such a one was caught up to the third 
heaven.  
3 And I know such a man--whether in the body 
or out of the body I do not know, God knows--  
4 how he was caught up into Paradise and 
heard inexpressible words, which it is not lawful 
for a man to utter.  
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I hope the following charts and illustrations will help 
you understand this subject better! 

One must go to the OT Hebrew & NT Greek in each 

scripture to understand the terminology and to paint 

the right picture of eternal damnation. We must know 

which Greek and Hebrew words are being used. 

We must also balance the scriptures with other 

scriptures. Further we must interpret the scriptures 

by other scriptures. And finally we must keep 

scriptures in their context. Without doing all these 

things, we might end up being confused about the 

subject of eternal damnation or any other Bible 

doctrine we study. 

 



 

There are two different words in the NT, both which 

were erroneously translated as “hell”. One is the 

Greek word “Hades,” the other is “Gehenna.” But 

when Jesus and the NT writers spoke using the 

different terms, they intended a distinction. 

 

Also the word “hades” in the NT and “sheol” in the 

OT is sometimes translated as “the grave” which 

can also be a bit misleading. 

Jesus’ story of the “Rich Man & Lazarus” in Luke 
16:19-31 begins to unravel the mystery for us. 

 

•  



 

Sheol, in the Old Testament was comprised of two 

compartments. One compartment was the upper 

level called “Abraham’s Bosom” which was a place 

of comfort where OT saints went until Jesus could 

come and be resurrected. No one was allowed to go 

to heaven until Jesus had returned there first. At 

Jesus’ resurrection the Bible teaches he led these 

captives from Abraham’s Bosom to heaven with Him.  

• The second compartment that still exists today in 

NT times is “Hades”. Hades is a different place than 

“Hell” or “Gehenna.” It was the lower compartment 

of Sheol, a place of eternal torment, with a gulf 

separating the two compartments from one another.  

•  



 

• Now that Jesus has come and been resurrected, 

there is no more upper compartment, nor is there a 

need for it. It was only a holding place for OT saints. 

The Bible teaches that now believers go straight to 

heaven when they die, not to a holding place. To be 

absent from the body is now to be present with the 

Lord.  Today unbelievers go straight to Hades (also 

called “the sea” of people in Rev chapter 20) 

awaiting the Great White Throne Judgment at the 

end of time, after which they shall be thrown into 

Hell (Gehenna) for all eternity. 
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