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October memory verse: Romans 8:28 (NKJV)
28
And we know that all things work together for good to those who love
God, to those who are the called according to His purpose.
Shoe boxes are due back by Sunday November 8th
Commentary on Psalms 149 and 150 by, Chuck Smith,
October 25, 2020
Psalm 149
Praise the LORD. Sing unto the LORD a new song, and his praise in the
congregation of the saints. Let Israel rejoice in him that made him: let the
children of Zion be joyful in their King. Let them praise his name in the
dance: let them sing praises unto him with the timbrel and the harp. For the
LORD takes pleasure in his people: he will beautify the meek with
salvation. Let the saints be joyful in glory: and let them sing aloud upon
their beds. Let the high praises of God be in their mouth, and a two-edged
sword in their hand; To execute the vengeance upon the heathen, and
punishments upon the people; To bind their kings with chains, and their
nobles with fetters of iron; To execute upon them the judgment written: this
honor have all his saints. Praise ye the LORD (Psa 149:1-9).
Now here he mentions of the praising of the Lord in song, in dance, with
the timbrel and the harp.
I think that many times our forms of worship get rather stilted and
stereotyped. I think that it would be fine to have variety in our worship and
praise. The Jewish people, again, are very exuberant people. It's such a
thrill to go down on Friday evening and watch the young men come down
from the upper part of the city from their school. And come down in their
dances before the Western Wall on the beginning of the Sabbath as they
hail the coming in of the Sabbath day. To see them in their worship and
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their praise, to hear their songs, their chants. And to see them as they
praise the Lord in the song and as they praise the Lord in the dance.
Now, I am not really advocating some things that I have seen passed off as
praise unto the Lord. I do not feel that our praise of the Lord should ever be
such that it draws attention unto ourselves. And I have seen many people
supposedly praising the Lord, but really they were putting on quite an
exhibition that drew a lot of attention to them. And to that I am unalterably
opposed. I do not feel that we should ever draw attention to ourselves in
our worship and praise of God. I don't think that we should sing in a weird
way that causes people to turn, "Who's singing that obbligato?" or
whatever, you know. Because it takes the attention off the music and onto
a person who may have a great operatic voice and something. And you
may be a frustrated opera star, but when you're singing with the
congregation, you ought to seek to have your voice blend with that of the
congregation rather than drawing attention to yourself.
And in our praises unto the Lord, we should take care that our praises are
such that they do not draw attention to me, because then what value... then
people are looking at me. "Oh, you see how he can dance? Oh, look how
he plays the tambourine, you know. Oh, you know, isn't he clever?" And the
attention then is drawn to the person and not to God. So then the whole
effect is negated if I'm really seeking to bring people into a praise and
worship of God. And yet, I think that there, you know... I think that we... I
think that there's a balance and we need to find this beautiful balance
somewhere. I think there is a place for the dance. I think there's a place for
the expression of praise to God with timbrels and tambourines and all. I
love the Jewish folk dances, and I think that they can be very expressive in
their praises unto the Lord. I love the exuberance of them and all. But yet,
again, maintaining that balance so that as I am praising the Lord, I don't do
it in such a way that it draws a lot of attention to me. That I just sort of blend
in harmony my praises as those of God's people. And there's probably, I
don't think that we are in the middle. I think that we are probably a little on
the stilted side, and we could perhaps move a little bit more towards a more
meaningful kind of a praise. I'm open to the worship of God in other than
just sitting and singing choruses or in the forms that we've followed. And
yet, as I say, I surely don't... I'd rather be on this side than on the other side
of the balance. And that's probably my problem.
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Psalm 150
Now, again, the final psalm is an exhortation of praise and to praise the
Lord in unusual ways, as far as we firstly perhaps are concerned.
Praise ye the LORD. Praise God in his sanctuary: praise him in the
firmament of his power. Praise him for his mighty acts: praise him
according to his excellent greatness. [And then] Praise him with the sound
of the trumpet: praise him with the psaltery and harp. Praise him with the
timbrel and the dance: praise him with the stringed instruments and the
organs. Praise him on the loud cymbals: praise him on the high sounding
cymbals. Let every thing that hath breath praise the LORD. Praise ye the
LORD (Psa 150:1-6).
I love these young men, uninhibited, as they are who have gone out from
Calvary and established many different related works around the area. I
love the beautiful simplicity of their heart towards God. They're not all
complex and bound up in a lot of theology that has had an effect of
stultifying our worship in many cases. I'm thinking of Mike Macintosh, who
pastors the Calvary Chapel in San Diego. And he said, "Now on
Wednesday night we're just going to have a praise night. And if any of you
play any instruments, bring your instruments. Everybody bring your
instruments. Whatever it is that you might play. And we're just going to
worship the Lord. If your thing is cymbals, or your thing is drums, or if your
thing's a harmonica, whatever, you know, just bring it and we're just going
to have a praise service on Wednesday night." And they had quite a praise
service with everybody just bringing whatever they could play or
tambourines or whatever, bells, cymbals, triangles, whatever. And just had
a time of sort of uninhibited kind of praising of the Lord. I love that... for
them.
I think I would love it for us as long as we understood, hey, we're just going
to praise the Lord and that's the purpose. So just come and worship the
Lord with your little finger cymbals or whatever it is that you're adept at.
Just bring it and just have a time of praising the Lord. And I think that we
need to become a little freer in our praise of the Lord. Not quite as inhibited
as we usually are. We even, if we lift our hands to praise the Lord, begin to
feel awkward and think, you know. And we are so inhibited in our
expressions unto the Lord. And I think that we could be less inhibited and
find a great blessing. And yet, "Let all things be done decently and in order"
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(I Corinthians 14:40). And so as I say, there's a balance. I'm sure there is,
and I recognize where I am, and the Lord is dealing with me. You just keep
praying.
Father, we do offer our praise unto You. How grateful we are, Lord, for
Your Word. How sad it is that we have to be exhorted to praise Thee, that
which should just be spontaneous from our heart as we think of Thy
goodness and Thy mercy which endures forever. Thy mercy that we have
received, Lord, daily. Oh, how we praise and give thanks unto You for all of
Your blessings and all of Your benefits that You have given unto us,
especially Father, for sending Your only begotten Son, that through Him we
might have life and that more abundantly. Now Lord, just bless Your
people. May they go forth with praises upon their hearts and upon their lips.
We thank You that we are Your people, the sheep of Your pasture, and that
we, Lord, have been called to serve You. Guide us, Lord, in that which You
would have us to do as servants of the King. In Jesus' name, we pray.
Amen.
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