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October memory verse: Romans 8:28 (NKJV)
28
And we know that all things work together for good to those who love God, to
those who are the called according to His purpose.
Shoe boxes are due back by Sunday November 8th
Commentary on Psalms 143 and 144 by, Chuck Smith,
October 18, 2020
Psalm 143
This is another psalm of David.
Hear my prayer, O LORD, give ear to my supplications: in your faithfulness
answer me, and in your righteousness. And enter not into judgment with your
servant: for in thy sight shall no man living be justified (Psa 143:1-2).
God, I don't want justice for me, only for my enemies. For me I want mercy. No
one living can be justified before God. Impossible! "There is none righteous, no,
not one" (Romans 3:10). God said, "I looked over the earth and there is none that
doeth good. None that seeketh after God." You say, "That's pretty general." Yes,
it is. Encompasses all.
For the enemy has persecuted my soul; he has smitten my life down to the
ground; he has made me to dwell in darkness, as those that have been long
dead. Therefore my spirit is overwhelmed within me; my heart within me is
desolate. I remember the days of old; I meditate on all thy works; I muse on the
work of thy hands (Psa 143:3-5).
I remember, I meditate, I muse.
I stretch forth my hands unto thee: my soul thirsts after thee, as a thirsty land
(Psa 143:6).

Page 1 of 3

Here is one of the reasons why David was referred as a man after God's own
heart. Because he was thirsting always after God. Jesus said, "Blessed are they
which do hunger and thirst after righteousness: for they shall be filled" (Matthew
5:6). Here David describes it. "My soul thirsteth after Thee, as a thirsty land."
Hear me speedily, O LORD: my spirit faileth: hide not thy face from me, lest I be
like unto them that go down into the pit. Cause me to hear thy loving-kindness in
the morning; for in thee do I trust: cause me to know the way wherein I should
walk; for I lift up my soul unto thee (Psa 143:7-8).
And now the prayer: deliver me, teach me, lead me, quicken me.
Deliver me from my enemies: I flee unto thee to hide. Teach me to do thy will; for
thou art my God: thy spirit is good; lead me in the land of uprightness. And
quicken me, O LORD, for thy name's sake: for thy righteousness' sake bring my
soul out of trouble (Psa 143:9-11).
And so the prayer. How important. "God, deliver me. And then teach me to do
Thy will. Lead me in the right way and quicken me."
And of thy mercy cut off mine enemies, and destroy all them that afflict my soul:
for I am thy servant (Psa 143:12).
Chapter 144
Blessed be the LORD my strength, which (Psa 144:1)
Now this is a psalm of David, and of course, some people get upset with this
psalm because David thanks God for making him such a tough fighter.
Blessed be the LORD my strength, which teaches my hands to war, and my
fingers to fight: my goodness, my fortress; my high tower, my deliverer; my
shield, and he in whom I trust; who subdues my people under me. LORD, what is
man, that you take knowledge of him! or the son of man, that you take him into
account! (Psa 144:1-3)
Interesting question. "What is man, that God should take knowledge of him?"
This carries us back to an earlier psalm when David said, "When I consider the
heavens, the work of thy fingers, the moon, the stars which Thou hast ordained,
what is man?" (Psalm 8:3,4) Looking at the universe and in light of the universe
and the vastness of the universe, what is man? This little speck of dust walking
around on this little planet Earth. Way off in this corner of the solar system, or
way off in this corner of the Milky Way galaxy; in one of the billions of galaxies in
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the universe. And here I am. And yet, the God who created the entire universe is
mindful of me. But not in the general sense, in a very particular sense.
Jesus said that God is so mindful of His creation that there is not a sparrow that
falls to the ground but what God is not mindful of it. How much more you, His
children? Jesus said He knows the very number of hairs of your head. God is
mindful of intricate details about your life. Nothing escapes His attention. What is
man? Who am I that God should be mindful of me? The son of man that God
should take me into account? Man is nothing.
Man is like to [nothing,] vanity [or nothing, emptiness]: his days are as a shadow
that passes away (Psa 144:4).
Like the sundial that has gone down. Life is so short. I'm here for such a short
time. Living a life of vanity. And yet, God is mindful of me. I'm important to Him.
Bow thy heavens, O LORD, and come down: touch the mountains, and they shall
smoke. Cast forth lightning, and scatter them: shoot out your arrows, and destroy
them. Send your hand from above; rid me, and deliver me out of the great
waters, and from the hand of strange children; Whose mouth speak emptiness,
and their right hand is a right hand of falsehood. I will sing a new song unto thee,
O God: upon a psaltery and an instrument of ten strings will I sing praises unto
thee. It is he that giveth salvation unto kings: who delivered David his servant
from the hurtful sword. Rid me, and deliver me from the hand of strange children,
whose mouth speaks emptiness, and their right hand is a right hand of falsehood:
That our sons may be as plants grown up in their youth; that our daughters may
be as corner stones, polished after the similitude of the palace: That our garners
may be full (Psa 144:5-13),
Now asking God to deliver from the hand of the enemy. To place His hand of
blessing upon us that our sons might have the opportunity to grow up, that our
daughters might be like polished corner stones, that our garners (shelves) might
be full.
affording all manner of food; that our sheep may bring forth thousands and ten
thousands in our streets: That our oxen may be strong to pull the plow; that there
be no breaking in, nor going out; and there be no complaining in our streets.
Happy is that people, who are in such a case: yes, happy is that people, whose
God is Yahweh (Psa 144:13-15).
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