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January memory verse: Matthew 5:44 (NKJV) But I say to you, love your
enemies, bless those who curse you, do good to those who hate you, and pray
for those who spitefully use you and persecute you,
Commentary on Proverbs chapter 8, by Chuck Smith 1.10.2021
In chapter 8 we have an ode to wisdom. Wisdom is personified. And because of
the personification of wisdom in this chapter, some have even likened wisdom
unto Jesus Christ. "For in Him are hid all of the treasures of wisdom and
knowledge" (Colossians 2:3). So there are analogies that can definitely be drawn.
Because Christ is the soul, the heart of wisdom. "In Him all the treasures of
wisdom." So there are definite analogies that can be made to wisdom and to
Jesus Christ, and there are definite parallels.
Doth not wisdom cry? and understanding put forth her voice? (Pro 8:1)
Now, of course, this is in sharp contrast to the previous chapter where this loud,
stubborn, little impudent female is running around with her words of flattery in the
streets and all. But, "Doth not wisdom cry? And understanding put forth her
voice?"
She stands at the top of the high places, by the way in the places of the paths.
She cries at the gates, and at the entry of the city, at the coming in at the doors:
Unto you, O men, I call; my voice is to the sons of man. O ye simple, understand
wisdom: and, ye fools, be ye of an understanding heart. Hear; for I will speak of
excellent things; and the opening of my lips shall be right things. For my mouth
shall speak truth; and wickedness is an abomination to my lips. All the words of
my mouth are in righteousness; there is nothing perverse or froward in them.
They are all plain to him that understands, and right to them that find knowledge.
Receive my instruction, and not silver; and knowledge rather than choice gold
(Pro 8:1-10).
In other words, prefer wisdom to wealth.

Page 1 of 3

For wisdom is better than rubies; and all the things that may be desired cannot
be compared to wisdom. I wisdom dwell with prudence, and I find out knowledge
of witty inventions. The fear of the LORD is to hate evil (Pro 8:11-13):
Now wisdom is speaking and declares,
pride, and arrogancy, and the evil way, and the perverse mouth, I hate. Counsel
is mine, sound wisdom: I am understanding; I have strength. By me kings reign,
and princes decree justice. By me princes rule, and nobles, even all of the judges
of the earth. I love them that love me; and those that seek me early shall find me.
Riches and honor are with me; yea, durable riches and righteousness. My fruit is
better than gold, yea, than fine gold; and my revenue better than choice silver. I
lead in the way of righteousness, in the midst of the paths of judgment: That I
may cause those that love me to inherit substance; and I will fill their treasures.
The LORD possessed me in the beginning of his way, before his works of old. I
was set up from everlasting, from the beginning, or before the earth ever was.
When there were no depths, I was brought forth; when there were no fountains
abounding with water. Before the mountains were settled, before the hills was
brought forth: While as yet he had not made the earth, nor the fields, nor the
highest part of the dust of the world. When he prepared the heavens, I was there:
when he set a compass upon the face of the depth: When he established the
clouds above: when he strengthened the fountains of the deep: When he gave to
the sea his decree, that the waters should not pass his commandment: when he
appointed the foundations of the earth: Then I was by him, as one brought up
with him: and I was daily his delight, rejoicing always before him; Rejoicing in the
habitable part of his earth; and my delights were with the sons of men. Now
therefore hearken unto me, O ye children: for blessed are they that keep my
ways. Hear instruction, and be wise, and refuse it not. Blessed is the man that
heareth me, watching daily at my gates, waiting at the posts of my doors. For
whoso findeth me finds life, and shall obtain favor of the LORD. But he that
sinneth against me wrongs his own soul: and all they that hate me love death
(Pro 8:13-36).
So we see how that Solomon is exhorting concerning wisdom. How wisdom is
crying out for people, "Come, know me. Understand me. Listen to me." And the
value of wisdom, treasure.
Now you remember when David died and Solomon was appointed king in his
place. The Lord came to Solomon and said, "Ask of Me whatever you want." And
Solomon prayed unto the Lord and said, "Oh, Lord, I ask that You will grant unto
me wisdom in order that I might govern over these, Your people."
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Now Solomon was aware of the awesome responsibility that was placed upon
him when he took the scepter from his father David and began to rule over Israel.
He realized what an awesome responsibility this was. And he also realized his
own inability to stand up to this awesome responsibility. "Oh God, I need wisdom
to know how to govern over these, Your people. That I might go out and in before
them in such a way and that I might be a proper king." And God said unto
Solomon, "Solomon, inasmuch as you've asked for wisdom, you've asked for a
good thing. Because you didn't ask for riches, you didn't ask for fame, you didn't
ask for your enemies to be delivered in your hands, but you asked instead for
wisdom, excellent choice. And because you didn't ask for riches, fame, your
enemies, but you've asked for wisdom instead, I'm not only going to give you
wisdom, but I'm also going to give you great riches, fame and all."
And so God gave unto Solomon wisdom above all of his predecessors. So that
from all over the world, people came to sit at the feet of Solomon to hear the
wisdom of this man. So it is proper that this man who was given so much wisdom
by God and knew the value and the benefits of wisdom should exhort unto
wisdom.
And in then the personification of wisdom, I'm sure as we were reading through,
you could see the parallels and the analogies that could be made to Jesus Christ.
How that He was with the Lord in the beginning of the creation and the beautiful,
picturesque speech of the creation of the earth before. I wonder what it was like
before God created the universe. I wonder what there was. What dimensions and
whatever, you know. "Before the earth ever was, before He laid the foundation,
before He set the boundaries of the sea, before He raised up the mountains, I
was there."
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