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February memory verse, Deuteronomy 6:5 (NKJV)  
5  You shall love the LORD your God with all your heart, with all your soul, 
and with all your strength.  

  

Commentary on Mark Chapter 9 verses 1-27, by Chuck Smith 2.6.22 

And he said unto them, Verily I say unto you, That there be some of them that stand 
here, which shall not taste of death, till they have seen the kingdom of God come with 
power (Mar 9:1).  

Now what did He mean by that? Because those disciples have all died, and we have not 
yet seen the kingdom of God come with power. Was Jesus mistaken? Well, first of all, 
no. Jesus was not mistaken. If my interpretation of a scripture would make it appear that 
Jesus was mistaken, then my interpretation is wrong. If my interpretation of what Jesus 
said would make what Jesus said ridiculous or foolish, my interpretation is wrong. And 
many times people misinterpret the words of Jesus.  

And after six days Jesus taketh with him Peter, and James and John, and leadeth them 
up into a high mountain apart by themselves: and he was transfigured before them. And 
his raiment became shining, exceeding white as snow; so as no fuller [launderer] on 
earth can white them. And there appeared unto them Elijah with Moses: and they were 
talking with Jesus (Mar 9:2-4).  

Now, Peter, James and John were taken up into this high mountain, Mount Hermon, 
which is just there at Caesarea Philippi. Caesarea Philippi is just right at the base. So 
Jesus, six days later, took them on up into this mountain, and there He was transfigured 
before them. His raiment did shine. And while He was there in this transfigured state, 
Moses and Elijah appeared, and they were talking with Him. Jesus said, "There are 
some standing here that are not going to die until they see the kingdom with power." 
And there, God took them, I believe, into a time chamber. And they saw Christ in the 
glory that He will have and the power when He comes again to the earth, talking with 
Moses and Elijah. So they were taken out of this time zone, into the eternal, and they 
actually saw the kingdom of God coming with power and glory. Or they saw the 
kingdom of God coming with power, as He declares.  

And Peter answered and said to Jesus, Master, it is good for us to be here: and let us 
make three tabernacles; one for thee, and one for Moses, and one for Elijah (Mar 9:5).  
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And there was the beginning of the desire to create shrines in the Holy Land to 
commemorate the sites where the exciting things happened. Poor Peter. If he only knew 
the mess that he made of the Holy Land. And why did he say this?  

For he wist not [didn't know] what to say (Mar 9:6);  

Now, if you don't know what to say, it's probably better to say nothing. There's some 
people that say, "Well, you know, you better say something." And so, what you say is 
foolish because you just don't know what to say. It's really better to keep your mouth 
shut. Better keep your mouth shut and let people think you're a fool, than open it and 
dispel all their doubts. They were afraid, he didn't know what to say, so he makes this 
stupid suggestion.  

And there was a cloud that overshadowed them: and a voice came out of the cloud, 
saying, This is my beloved Son: hear him (Mar 9:7).  

We read in Hebrews chapter one, "God, who in different times of history and in different 
ways spoke to our fathers by the prophets, hath in these last days spoken unto us by 
His own dear Son." Now, here was Moses. What does Moses represent? God speaking 
to man through the law. Here was Elijah. What does Elijah represent? God speaking to 
man through the prophets. How is the Old Testament usually divided? The law and the 
prophets. You remember, so often Jesus would say, "In this is all the law and the 
prophets." That's how the Old Testament was divided. God, in various times and in 
various ways, spoke to the fathers through the law and through the prophets. But in 
these last days, He's spoken unto us by His own dear Son. So, here Moses who stands 
for the law, Elijah who stands for the prophets, are there talking with Jesus on the 
Mount of Transfiguration and God says, "This is My beloved Son. Listen to Him, hear ye 
Him." For the law came by Moses, but grace and truth came by Jesus Christ. "Hear ye 
Him." There are still some who would like to go back under the law instead of living in 
that grace and truth through Jesus Christ, but God is saying, "Look, this is My beloved 
Son. Hear ye Him."  

Now, He did not say anything contrary to the law and the prophets. "I did not come," He 
said, "to destroy, but to fulfill." And He fulfilled the law and the prophets. His life was a 
fulfillment. But in the fulfilling of the law and the prophets, He brought to us this glorious 
grace of God whereby we have our relationship with God today, our standing before 
God through grace.  

And suddenly, when they had looked round about, they saw no man any more, save 
[except] Jesus only with themselves. [Moses and Elijah disappeared.] And as they came 
down from the mountain, he charged them that they should tell no man what things that 
they had seen, till the Son of man were risen from the dead. And they kept that saying 
with themselves, questioning one with another what the rising from the dead should 
mean (Mar 9:8-10).  
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They just could not understand this.  

And they asked him, saying, Why say the scribes that Elijah must first come? (Mar 9:11)  

Now, you see they've recognized that, "You're the Messiah." "But the scribes say that 
Elijah has got to come before the Messiah."  

And he answered and told them, Elijah verily cometh first, and restoreth all things; and 
how is it written of the Son of man, that he must suffer many things (Mar 9:12),  

"Now, you're saying, 'How is it that the scriptures say that Elijah has to first come?' But 
how is it that the scriptures say that the Son of Man, the Messiah, is going to have to 
suffer many things?" He's pointing out another aspect. Yes, the scriptures do say that 
Elijah will first come, but it also says that the Son of Man, or the Messiah, is going to 
suffer many things. Therefore, there are the two aspects of the coming of the Messiah: 
He will be coming in power and glory, and prior to that, Elijah will come and restore all 
things. But Elijah has come, for John the Baptist actually fulfilled that ministry of Elijah 
as the forerunner. And so, He said,  

But I say unto you, That Elijah is indeed come, and they have done unto him 
whatsoever they listed [desired], as it was written of him (Mar 9:13).  

So, even the word was fulfilled concerning John the Baptist.  

And when he came to his disciples [back down from the hill now], he saw a great 
multitude about them, and the scribes [were] questioning with them. And straightway 
[immediately] all the people, when they beheld him, were greatly amazed, and running 
to him saluted him [and greeted him]. And he asked the scribes, What question ye with 
them? (Mar 9:14-16)  

Oh, here now is the shepherd, and He sees His sheep in trouble. These scribes are 
there talking with them, and He's going to go right to their defense. "What were you 
talking to them about?" A true heart of the shepherd to protect His sheep from the 
wolves.  

I understand how Jesus felt when He saw the scribes having cornered His little sheep 
down here who were not yet that far along in their understanding. And He moves right in 
and says, "Alright! What were you questioning them about?"  

And one of the multitude [one of the men in the crowd] answered and said, Master, I 
have brought unto thee my son, which hath a dumb spirit; And wheresoever he taketh 
him, he teareth him; and he foameth [at the mouth], [he] gnasheth with his teeth, and 
pineth away: and I spake to thy disciples that they should cast him out; and they could 
not. He answereth him, and saith, O faithless generation, how long shall I be with you? 
how long shall I suffer you? bring him unto me. And they brought him unto him: and 
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when he saw him, straightway [immediately] the spirit tare him; and he fell on the 
ground, and wallowed foaming. And he [Jesus] asked his father, How long is it ago 
since this came unto him? And he said, Of a child [Oh, when he was a child]. And 
ofttimes it hath cast him into the fire, and into the waters, to destroy him: but if thou 
canst do any thing, have compassion on us, and help us. Jesus said unto him, If thou 
canst believe, all things are possible to him that believeth. And straightway 
[immediately] the father of the child cried out, and said with tears, Lord, I believe; help 
thou mine unbelief (Mar 9:17-24).  

A picture that just moves with sadness? You can imagine the feeling of this father to see 
his son in this condition, unable to speak. But worse than that, going into these fits 
where his body is writhing, where he begins to foam at the mouth and gnash his teeth, 
where oftentimes he would be jumping in the fire and going through the fits or jumping 
into the water and going through the fits. And how it must have just really ripped on the 
heart of this father. And in desperation, he's brought him to Jesus. And Satan is taking 
his last fling. Even while he's coming to Christ, the spirit takes hold of him, begins to tear 
him; he falls on the ground and he's wallowing there and foaming at the mouth. And the 
father in desperation says, "Oh, Lord, if you can do anything, please, please help us. 
Have compassion." And Jesus said, "If you believe, all things are possible to him that 
believes." Oh, what a glorious promise. All things are possible to him who believes.  

"And immediately the father of the child cried out and said, 'Oh, Lord, I believe; help my 
unbelief!...God, help that area of my life where there's still unbelief.'  

When Jesus saw that the people came running together (Mar 9:25),  

And of course, for something like this, the crowd would come running out of curiosity.  

he rebuked the foul spirit, saying unto him, Thou dumb and deaf spirit, I charge thee, 
come out of him, and enter no more into him (Mar 9:25).  

Now, interesting that Jesus would make that second command, "enter him no more." 
Jesus said, "When an evil spirit goes forth out of a man, he goes through the wilderness 
areas looking for a house to inhabit, and if he finds none, he'll come back to the house 
from whence he was driven. And if he finds it all swept and clean and garnished, he'll go 
out and get seven other spirits that they might come and abide in that house. And the 
last estate of that man is worse than his first." That's why Jesus said, "Don't enter him 
again."  

So the spirit cried, and rent [tore] him sore, and came out of him: and he was as one 
dead [lying there like he was dead]; insomuch that many [of the people around] said, He 
is dead [Oh, he died]. But Jesus took him by the hand, and lifted him up; and he arose. 
And when he was come into the house, his disciples asked him privately, Why could not 
we cast him out? (Mar 9:26-28)  
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Good question. They were powerless in this case.  

 

 


