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February memory verse, Deuteronomy 6:5 (NKJV)  
5  You shall love the LORD your God with all your heart, with all your soul, 
and with all your strength.  

Commentary on Mark Chapter 10 verses 26-52, by Chuck Smith2.27.22 

And they were astonished out of measure, saying among themselves, Who 
then can be saved? (Mar 10:26)  

You know, the rich aren't going to make it. Who in the world can be saved?  

And Jesus looking upon them saith, With men it is impossible (Mar 10:27),  

God help us to realize that. Salvation with man is impossible. There is no 
way man can save himself. No matter how noble your efforts, how 
righteous your deeds, how faithful your walk; no man can save himself. 
With man, it is impossible. Jesus in the garden said, "Father, if it's possible, 
let this cup pass from Me, if man can be saved by some other means." But 
with man it is impossible. But Jesus said,  

but not with God: for with God all things are possible (Mar 10:27).  

As bad as you are, it's possible that God can save you. You're not beyond 
God's reach. You're beyond your own abilities, beyond other man's 
abilities, but not beyond God's abilities. And haven't we seen God work 
where men have given up? You know, there are some people that I have 
looked at and said, "It's impossible that they could ever be saved; they are 
so lost." And I've really given up on certain people, absolutely given up. "No 
way are they ever going to be saved." But God saved them anyhow, in 
spite of the fact that I had really committed them and condemned them as 
impossibilites. God has so many glorious trophies of grace.  

Then Peter began to say unto him, Lo, we have left all [everything], and 
have followed thee (Mar 10:28).  
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This rich young ruler was seemingly unwilling to pay that price. But, Peter 
said, "We did it. We left all to follow You."  

And Jesus answered and said, Verily [assuredly], I say unto you, There is 
no man that hath left [his] house, or brethren, or sisters, or father, or 
mother, or wife, or children, or lands, for my sake and the gospel's (Mar 
10:29),  

Now it would appear that many of them, because of the Jewish culture 
being so strong, their seeing and believing and receiving Christ as their 
Messiah, caused them to lose their inheritance, houses, homes. Caused 
them to lose their family relationship as they were ostracized as heretics. 
And in many of the Jewish homes, they would hold a funeral service and 
consider that child or that person as dead who had received Jesus Christ 
as their savior. And it would appear that with Paul the apostle, it cost him 
his wife. And Jesus said, "No man has left house or brothers or sisters, 
father, mother, wife or children, or lands, for My sake and the gospel's, "  

but he shall receive a hundredfold now in this time, houses, and brethren, 
and sisters, and mothers, and children, and lands, with persecutions; and in 
the world to come eternal life (Mar 10:30).  

You may be persecuted, but you may have lost your brother, your sister, 
your mother, but you're going to gain in the family of God a hundredfold. 
Now, there are some of you who your faith in Jesus Christ has caused a 
breach in your family. I had a wedding yesterday, and the young man who 
was getting married, in the back room said, "Preach the gospel." He said, 
"My mother told me if I ever mentioned Jesus Christ again, I wasn't 
welcomed at home anymore." And he said, "She's here, so preach the 
gospel." But it cost that young man. And yet, in the family of God, that love, 
that bond, that relationship that we are brought into as we are made one in 
Christ within the family of God, I look around at all the brothers and sisters 
and all that we have here and it's just glorious to realize that we are all just 
one big family of God. And though there may have been an alienation from 
our natural blood relatives as the result of our commitment to Jesus Christ, 
yet we've come into such a broader family. I feel extremely fortunate that all 
of my immediate family love the Lord and serve Him. That's a blessing. I 
have cousins, though, that don't know the Lord, aunts and uncles that don't 
know the Lord. You know, I'm much much closer to all of you than I am to 

https://www.blueletterbible.org/kjv/mar/10/29/s_967029
https://www.blueletterbible.org/kjv/mar/10/29/s_967029
https://www.blueletterbible.org/kjv/mar/10/30/s_967030


Commentary on Mark Chapter 10 verses 26-52, by Chuck Smith2.27.22 

 
 

Page 3 of 6 
 

them. There is this gap between us. They're wonderful people, but they just 
need Jesus. Until there is that bond in the faith of Christ, there is a division; 
there can't be that total unity. And so Jesus said, "Look, no one has left 
these things but what they're going to receive a hundredfold. You're going 
to get persecution, persecution from the family, yes. But in the world to 
come, eternal life.  

But many that are first shall be last; and the last first (Mar 10:31).  

Why He threw that in here, I don't know.  

And they were in the way going up to Jerusalem (Mar 10:32);  

Now, He's on the way. This young guy comes and kneels at Him. They're 
still on the path; they're on their way towards Jerusalem.  

and Jesus went before them: and they were amazed; and as they followed, 
they were afraid. And he took again the twelve, and [he] began to tell them 
what things should [were going to] happen to him (Mar 10:32),  

Now, they can see that He's more contemplative at this point, getting alone. 
It's obvious that there is this heaviness, and so they are frightened when 
they see the moves. And so He gathered them and He began to tell them,  

Saying, Behold, we go up to Jerusalem [Now look, we're going up to 
Jerusalem]; and the Son of man shall be delivered unto the chief priests, 
and unto the scribes; and they shall condemn him to death, and shall 
deliver him to the Gentiles: and they shall mock him, and shall scourge him, 
and shall spit upon him, and shall kill him; and the third day he shall rise 
again (Mar 10:33-34).  

Now notice He says that the scribes and the priests are going to condemn 
Him to death, but deliver Him to the Gentiles to do the job. The Gentiles will 
mock Him; it was the Roman soldiers who put on the purple robe and 
mocked Him, saying, "Hail, King of the Jews." They will scourge Him; it was 
the Roman soldiers that laid the thirty-nine stripes on Him. They shall spit 
upon Him; which is, of course, recorded also. And they shall kill Him; that is 
the Gentiles, the Roman soldiers. "But the third day, He will rise again."  

https://www.blueletterbible.org/kjv/mar/10/31/s_967031
https://www.blueletterbible.org/kjv/mar/10/32/s_967032
https://www.blueletterbible.org/kjv/mar/10/32/s_967032
https://www.blueletterbible.org/kjv/mar/10/33/s_967033


Commentary on Mark Chapter 10 verses 26-52, by Chuck Smith2.27.22 

 
 

Page 4 of 6 
 

And James and John, the sons of Zebedee, come unto him, saying, 
Master, we would that thou shouldest do for us whatsoever we shall desire 
[would you do us a favor?]. And he [Jesus] said unto them, What would ye 
that I should do for you [what do you want]? They said unto him, Grant unto 
us that we may sit, one on thy right hand, and the other on thy left hand, in 
thy glory. But Jesus said unto them, Ye know not what ye ask [you don't 
really know what you're asking]: can ye drink of the cup that I drink of? and 
be baptized with the baptism that I am baptized with? And they said unto 
him, [Oh,] we can. And Jesus said unto them, Ye shall indeed drink of the 
cup that I drink of (Mar 10:35-39);  

Herod stretched forth his hand against the church, and he had James 
beheaded; he was one of the early martyrs.  

and with the baptism that I am baptized withal shall ye be baptized: But to 
sit on my right hand and on my left hand is not mine to give; but it shall be 
given to them for whom it is prepared (Mar 10:39-40).  

God has already foreordained; God has already predestined. And so it will 
be given to those for whom it has been predestined. Now you remember 
just a couple of chapters ago, the disciples were arguing when they were 
on the path coming down from Caesarea Philippi as to who would be the 
greatest in the kingdom of heaven? And when they came in the house, 
Jesus said, "What were you guys arguing about back there on the path?" 
"Um, nothing." They were afraid to tell Him; they were silent, they held their 
peace. Because they were afraid to tell Him, "We've been arguing about 
who was going to be the greatest in the kingdom." But here old James and 
John, they come up to the Lord now, and said, "Lord, would you do us a 
favor? We want to be one on Your right hand and the other on the left." So, 
they're still seeking that prominence, that position of prominence. Jesus 
said, "Look, you're going to go through the fire. You're going to drink the 
cup. You will be baptized of the baptism whereof I am baptized, but to grant 
this favor is something that has already been granted. The foreordained 
plan of God shall stand."  

And when the [other] ten heard it, they began to be much displeased with 
James and John (Mar 10:41).  
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Oh, so typical. This righteous indignation, and yet all of them were thinking 
the same thing.  

But Jesus called them to him, and saith unto them, Ye know that they 
which are accounted to rule over the Gentiles exercise lordship over them; 
and their great ones exercise authority upon them. But so shall it not be 
among you (Mar 10:42-43):  

Now, the Gentiles, the heathen, they loved the position of authority and 
power and ruling over people. Jesus said, "It shall not be among you. The 
kingdom of God is different from the kingdom of man. For in the kingdom of 
God... "  

but whosoever will be great among you, shall be your minister: And 
whosoever of you will be the chiefest, shall be servant of all. For even the 
Son of man came not to be ministered unto [served], but to minister [serve], 
and to give his life a ransom for many (Mar 10:43-45).  

And so again, Jesus is teaching the importance, if you want to be a ruler, if 
you want to be chief, if you want to be the head, then learn to be the 
servant. The path of greatness is through service. It is important that I 
realize that as I am serving man, I am actually serving God. I do it in the 
name of the Lord; I do it as unto the Lord. Whatsoever you do in word or 
deed, do all to the glory of God. And you need to realize that in serving the 
Lord, that constitutes serving man, because that's what the Lord requires 
you to do as His servant. And so the path of greatness is the path of 
humility, learning to be the servant.  

And they came to Jericho (Mar 10:46):  

And of course, He is now crossed over Jordan, come into Jericho, and He's 
on the last hitch, the last twenty miles up to Jerusalem.  

They came to Jericho: and as he went out of Jericho with his disciples and 
a great number of people [with them], blind Bartimaeus, the son of Timeus, 
sat by the highway side begging. And when he heard that it was Jesus of 
Nazareth (Mar 10:46-47),  

No doubt he could hear the crowds going by. You know, the blind people 
are very perceptive; their auditory, sensory perception is extremely high. 
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Because they can't see, they've developed capacities of listening and 
discerning by listening. And hearing all the people, he probably said, 
"What's happening? Who's going by? What's going on?" And they said, 
"Jesus of Nazareth is going by." And old Bartimaeus thought, "Man, this is 
my chance."  

he began to cry out, and say, Jesus, thou Son of David, have mercy on me. 
And many [that were around him] charged him that he should hold his 
peace [They said, "Shut up!" But he thought, "This is my only chance," and 
he cried even louder.]: but he cried the more a great deal, Thou Son of 
David, have mercy on me. And Jesus stood still, and commanded him to be 
called [he said, Call him to Me]. And they call the blind man, saying unto 
him, Be of good comfort, rise; [for] he calleth thee. And he, casting away 
his garment (Mar 10:47-50),  

Some say that this garment was the typical garment of the beggar. It was 
sort of the badge of the beggar. But he threw it away because he knew that 
he wouldn't have to be begging any more. In faith, he knew once he got to 
Jesus, it was going to all be over; he'd be able to see. His life would be 
changed. And so,  

casting away his garment, [he] rose, and came to Jesus. And Jesus 
answered and said unto him, What wilt thou that I should do unto thee 
[what would you like Me to do for you]? The blind man said unto him, Lord, 
that I might receive my sight [I would like to receive my sight]. And Jesus 
said unto him, Go thy way; thy faith hath made thee whole (Mar 10:50-52).  

Maybe He saw him throw the garment away, saw the faith of this man, saw 
the faith in his heart. He said, "Go your way; your faith has made you 
whole."  

And immediately he received his sight [was able to see], and [he] followed 
Jesus in the way [along the path] (Mar 10:52).  
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