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August memory verse John 5:39-40 (NKJV)
39 You search the Scriptures, for in them you think you have eternal life; and these are
they which testify of Me.
40 But you are not willing to come to Me that you may have life.

Commentary on John Chapter 10, by Chuck Smith 8.26.2020
So chapter 10, it would seem to be as just a continuation of this whole movement here
of the blind man receiving his sight, being put out by the organized religious system,
being taken in by Jesus Christ. And so Jesus said,
Verily, verily I say unto you, He that entereth not by the door into the sheepfold, but
climbeth up some other way, the same is a thief and a robber (Jhn 10:1).
Now later on He said, "I am the door." If a man tries to come by any other system, by
any other way, he's a thief and a robber. Jesus said, "I'm the way, I'm the door. There's
one way into the sheepfold, that's through the door. I am the door." Try to climb over the
walls or whatever, that's the action of a thief, of a robber. If you try to enter the kingdom
of heaven by your good works, if you try to enter the kingdom of heaven by being
religious, you'll never make it. Jesus said, "I am the way, the truth and the life, and no
man comes to the Father but by Me."
Doctor Adam Smith, who traveled extensively in the Holy Land for years, getting the
insight into the culture of the people, has written a fascinating book giving biblical
background and color by the understanding of the culture of these people. And he
relates of talking with a shepherd one day as the shepherd was pointing out this walled
enclosure. And explaining to him how that they lead the sheep into the enclosure, and
there in the enclosure the sheep would be safe. And Doctor Smith said to him, "Well,
you don't have any door, how do you keep the sheep from going out?" And he said, "I
am the door." He said, "Once I have all of the sheep in, I lie across the opening here,
and this is where I sleep. And no sheep can get out or no wolf can get in except to cross
over me."
And He said,
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He that enter in by the door is the shepherd of the sheep. And to him the portal openeth;
and the sheep hear his voice: and he calleth his own sheep by name, and he leads
them out (Jhn 10:2-3).
So in the evening, when they would drive lead into these enclosures for safety, in the
morning when they were ready to leave there would be several herds driven into these
enclosures. And during the night they would mingle, but in the morning when the
shepherd was ready to lead them out to the fields for pasture, he would go to the door
and he would call, and his sheep knew his voice. They would come out of the herd and
follow him. And you can try to mimic that call, but the sheep would never follow you.
They know the voice of the shepherd, they respond to him. And so he said, "The sheep
hear his voice and he calls his own sheep by name and leads them out." And so it's a
very colorful picture that was very familiar to those people in that culture, unfamiliar to
us in our culture. But the idea is, is that the shepherd knew his sheep, for there were
sheep that were his and there were sheep that were not his.
And in carrying that over into the spiritual allegory tonight, the world is comprised of two
kinds of people: those that are His sheep, and those who are not His sheep. Two
classes in the world today. You're His or you're not His. He knows His sheep. He calls
them by name.
Now when he puts forth his own sheep, he goes before them, and his sheep follow him:
for they know his voice (Jhn 10:4).
So He calls His own sheep, they hear His voice and they follow Him. Though all of the
sheep hear the voice, only His sheep respond.
A stranger [He said] they will not follow, but will flee from him: for they know not the
voice of strangers. And this parable spake Jesus unto them: but they did not understand
the things of which he was speaking unto them (Jhn 10:5-6).
And so He began to explain it.
Verily, verily, I say unto you, I am the door of the sheep. All that ever came before me
are thieves and robbers: but the sheep did not hear them (Jhn 10:7-8).
"All that came before Me are thieves and robbers." But He is referring to the decadent
religious system that Judaism had degraded into. Trying to make another way to God.
Trying to bring men to God through works, through the foolishness of the Pharisees and
their endeavor to keep the traditional aspects of the law. "But the sheep did not hear
them."
I am the door: by me if any man will enter in, he shall be saved, and shall go in and out,
and find pasture (Jhn 10:9).
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"I'm the door." Jesus said. "You've got to come...you've got to enter by Me. The religious
system of Judaism isn't going to make it for you, you've got to enter by Me."
Now the thief comes not, but for to steal, and to kill, and to destroy (Jhn 10:10):
And that's exactly what false religious systems will do for you. They will steal from you.
They will rob you and ultimately they'll destroy you. But Jesus said,
I am come that they might have life, and that they might have it more abundantly (Jhn
10:10).
What a contrast to the religious systems and to Christianity. Unfortunately, Christianity
is often ranked as one of the religions of the world. Christianity is far from a religious
system as I study and analyze religious systems and make a comparison to Christianity.
The basic difference lies in that religions are all man's endeavors to reach God. And so
if I were to draw a cartoon to represent religion, I would draw a circle, the earth, and
because of my artistic ability, I'd put a little stick man on the circle with hands lifted up
trying to reach God. Man's starting at its earth base. I'd put him on his tiptoes trying to
reach heaven, trying to reach infinity, trying to reach God. The religious systems are
man trying to build a bridge to God. But no matter how tall he may stretch you cannot
bridge from the finite to the infinite. It's an impossibility.
If I were to draw a picture of Christianity, I would have the round circle, the earth, and
hands coming out of heaven towards that little man on earth. For Christianity is God's
endeavor to reach man. When Jacob was fleeing from his brother Esau, and he came to
Bethel, and he found a rock, he used it for his pillow, and because of his exhaustion
went to sleep. As he was sleeping he had a dream, and in his dream he saw a ladder
and it was planted on earth and it went up to heaven and the Lord was standing at the
top of the ladder. And the angels of God were ascending and descending on this ladder
from heaven to earth. And when he awoke in the morning he was filled with this sense
of awe, and he said, "Truly the Lord is in this place, and I knew it not. Last night when I
arrived here frightened, tired, weary, sore I had no consciousness of the presence of
God. A barren, rocky, desolate place, I knew it not, but I know it now. Truly the Lord is in
this place and I knew it not" (Genesis 28:16). Notice the tenses. The Lord is here. I
didn't know it last night, I sure know it now. That ladder between earth and heaven.
Now religion tries to build that ladder from the earth to reach up to heaven. The finite
trying to reach the infinite, but with Christianity the infinite has reached the finite. Now, I
can accept that the infinite can reach down and touch the finite, that's no problem for the
infinite God. And so with Christianity I have no problem and all, with religion I have
tremendous problems because you have the finite trying to reach the infinite. How can it
happen? It can't.
Christianity says there's not a single work that you can do that God would accept,
they're like filthy rags in His sight. To be accepted by God, you must believe. Not by
works of righteousness which we have done but by faith will God accept a man.
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Religions say you have to be good enough and worthy enough for God to accept you,
Christianity say there's no way you can be good enough or worthy enough that God will
accept you. The only way God can accept you is in His Son. So he that has the Son has
life and he who has not the Son has not life. So we see the contrast between the
religions which Jesus said were thieves and robbers. Trying to bring man into the
sheepfold by another way and the door whereby a man may enter into the sheepfold.
One system is based upon works, the other system based upon faith.
Now Jesus said, "I've come that they might have life and they might have it more
abundantly." How Satan has lied to men about the Christian experience. You see, it was
Satan's ploy to make Christianity a religion. And unfortunately, he was quite successful.
And so, in many places Christianity became a religion and whenever that transition was
accomplished, it died. True Christianity died. And it became a form. And even in the
biblical times, Paul spoke of those who had a form of godliness but no power, no life.
The religious systems points and says, "Now that's the way you ought to live if you want
God to accept you." But it gives you no assistance to live that way. Jesus points and
says, "Now this is the way and you can't do it, but as you believe in Me, I'm gonna come
and I'm gonna indwell you. I'm gonna take over, and I'm gonna make you a new person,
and I'm gonna give you the power to do what you can't do. Because I want you to have
this abundant life of fellowship with the Father." And He does for us what we can't do for
ourselves, by the indwelling. You see, no religious system gives you the power to abide
by its concepts. Only Christianity is the infusion of God's power to live the life that God
would have you to live, that more abundant life in Christ.
Jesus then went on to say,
I am the good shepherd: the good shepherd gives his life for the sheep. But he that is a
hireling, and not the shepherd, whose own the sheep are not, sees the wolf coming, and
leaves the sheep, and flees; and the wolf catches them, and scatters the sheep (Jhn
10:11-12).
So Jesus points out the contrast between the shepherd, the true shepherd, and the
hireling.
The hireling really doesn't care for the sheep, the shepherd does. The shepherd knows
the sheep, he loves the sheep, he would give his life for the sheep. The hireling, danger
comes, he'll run, because he's only a hireling. What more do you expect? But the
shepherd will hazard his life; he'll lay down his life if necessary for his flock because he
loves them. Jesus said, "I'm the Good Shepherd. The other religious system, they're
hirelings, they'll run, they'll leave you to the wolves who will rip and scatter the flock, but
I'm the Good Shepherd, I'll lay down my life for the flock."
The hireling flees, because he is a hireling, and doesn't really care for the sheep (Jhn
10:13).
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The shepherd's concern is to feed the flock of God. Bring them in to good pasture, food
that they might grow. Jesus said to Peter, "Feed My sheep." Peter wrote, "Feed the
flock of God which is among you." And the shepherds seeks to feed the flock, they
might be strong and healthy.
God has blessed us abundantly in many ways. God has blessed investments that we
have made and has prospered us far beyond anything we'd ever dreamed. And
because of God's blessings, I thank the Lord that I'm able to return over half of my
salary to the church each year. My son said to me, "Dad, why do you keep preaching,
why do keep going on, man? You could retire, cause you give most of your salary back
anyhow, why don't you just retire, Dad, and take it easy, you know. Why are you, you
know, you're still pushing so hard when you don't have to anymore?" And I just smile
and said, "What would I do? You know it's my heart. It's my love. It's my life, feeding the
flock of God. I love it." You don't really realize this, but you could cut off my salary and
I'd still be here, because I love it. It's just to me a glorious thing to see God work and to
have this privilege. It's wonderful when people call for me to come and speak in various
areas. And they say, "What honorarium do you charge?" And it's the thrill to be able to
say, "Well, I have a very wealthy Father, and He has underwritten all of my expenses, I
don't charge anything, He covers for me." Oh, how glorious it is to have received freely
so that we can give freely. I thank God for the position that He has put me in. That as
Paul, I'm really chargeable to no man, I'm responsible to God. To be His servant, to do
His work.
Not a hireling, you can't hire me. But I want to be His undershepherd, feeding His
sheep. Jesus said,
I am the good shepherd, and I know my sheep, and am known of mine (Jhn 10:14).
That beautiful relationship that we have with Him. He knows me, I know Him. He loves
me, I love Him. And I have this beautiful relationship with the Good Shepherd.
And as the Father knows me, even so I know the Father: and I lay down my life for the
sheep (Jhn 10:15).
Now He said earlier that He gives His life for the sheep, now He says, "I lay down My
life for the sheep,
And other sheep I have, which are not of this fold (Jhn 10:16):
And, of course, He's talking about the Gentiles. Those who would believe in...He's
talking about you. You're a part of the other sheep that were not of that fold.
them also I must bring, and they shall hear my voice; and there shall be one fold, and
one shepherd (Jhn 10:16).
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Therefore does my Father love me, because I lay down my life, that I may take it again
(Jhn 10:17).
So here He is prophesying both His death and resurrection, which at this point are
about five months away.
No man takes it from me, but I lay it down of myself. I have power to lay it down, I have
power to take it again. This commandment have I received of my Father (Jhn 10:18).
Jesus testified, "I have the power to lay My life down." He demonstrated it on the cross.
"No man takes My life from Me." They did not kill Jesus on the cross, they hung Him on
the cross, but He dismissed His Spirit. He robbed them of the opportunity of killing Him.
They couldn't have killed Him. He dismissed His Spirit. He said, "Father, into Your
hands I commend My Spirit," and it says, "and He dismissed His Spirit." He gave His
life, "No man taketh My life, I give My life. I have the power to lay My life down, I have
the power to take it up." He proved He had the power to lay it down, and then three
days later He proved that He had the power to take it up, and He rose from the dead.
And we'll be celebrating that. The tomb is empty, He has power to take it up again.
Now there was a division again among the Jews because of these sayings. Many of
them said, He has a devil, he's mad; why are you even listening to him? And others
said, These are not the words of [a mad man or] a man that has a devil. Can a devil
open the eyes of the blind? (Jhn 10:19-21)
And so there came at this point a very sharp division among the people.
Now time lapse. And between verse 21 and 22 there is time lapse from October to
December. The things in verse 21 were taking place during the Feast of Tabernacles in
Jerusalem in October. Now John tell us,
And it was at Jerusalem the feast of dedication (Jhn 10:22),
Also known as the Feast of Lights, which took place on the twenty-fifth of December.
This Feast of Dedication was their celebration of the cleansing of the temple by Judas
Maccabeus after it has been profaned by Antiochus Epiphanes, the Syrian leader or
leader of Syria, he was a Greek. And this was the celebration of that cleansing again of
the temple by this brave warrior. And Jesus was again in Jerusalem and it was winter,
December.
And Jesus walked in the temple in Solomon's porch. And the Jews gathered around
him, and they said unto him, How long do you leave us in doubt? If you are the
Messiah, tell us plainly. And Jesus answered them, and said, I have already told you,
but you did not believe (Jhn 10:23-25):
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He had already told them, "before Abraham was, I am." And so He said, "I've already
told you." They wanted Him to say plainly, "I am the Messiah." And He would not give
them that satisfaction.
Earlier Jesus said to His disciples, "Who do you say that I am?" And Peter said, "Thou
art the Messiah, the Son of the living God." And Jesus said, "Blessed art thou Simon,
flesh and blood didn't reveal this to you, but My Father which is in heaven." He
acknowledged it before the disciples.
To the woman of Samaria who said, "I know that when the Messiah comes, He's going
to teach us all things." He said, "Woman, I who am speaking to you am He." But yet, He
had not plainly said it to the Jews and they were wanting this plain declaration. "How
long do You leave us in doubt? If You are the Messiah, tell us plainly." And Jesus
answered them and said, "I've told you. And you believe not."
now the works that I do in My Father's name, they are bearing witness of me (Jhn
10:25).
The opening the of eyes of the blind, the healing of the man that was lame for thirtyeight years, these miracles that He was accomplishing. Said I..."You don't need that I
tell you plainly, these works testify of who I am." And if you go back in the prophecy of
Isaiah concerning the Messiah, chapter 61, you'll find these things written of Him.
But you do not believe me, because you are not my sheep (Jhn 10:26),
Interesting statement, we'll get into that when we get into predestination.
as I said unto you. My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow Me (Jhn
10:26-27):
Now it's three months later and He's coming right back to the last thing He was talking
to them about, His sheep following Him. So those...there's been a lapse of time, Jesus
brings them right back to this same subject that He was talking to them about earlier.
Now, He is making some very interesting statements between...concerning His sheep,
and listen carefully. "My sheep hear My voice, I know them, they follow Me."
And I give unto them eternal life; and they shall never perish, neither shall any man
pluck them out of my hand (Jhn 10:28).
You know when I read that, it makes me so thankful that I am one of His sheep. What a
glorious assurance that brings to me tonight. To be one of His sheep, to have heard His
voice, to have responded, to follow Him, to have received that eternal life, realizing I will
never perish and no man can pluck me out of His hand. He said,
My Father, which gave them me, is greater than all; and no man is able to pluck them
out of My Father's hand. I and My Father are one (Jhn 10:29-30).
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You want me to tell you plainly, how plain do you want it? "I and My Father are one."
That's plain enough.
They took up stones to stone him (Jhn 10:31).
We've got the message; it's plain enough.
Jesus is here claiming what is rightfully His claim, equality with the Father. In
Philippians, the second chapter, we read, "That He who was in the beginning with God
and thought it not robbery or something to be grasp to be equal with God" (Philippians
2:6). "I and the Father are one." Claiming the equality with God, claiming deity. They
understood the claim. To them it was blasphemous, and they were ready to stone Him
according to their understanding of the law for blasphemy. People say, "Well, Jesus
never claimed to be God." They never read the scriptures. "I and the Father are one."
How plain can you get?
Jesus answered them, Many good works have I showed you from my Father; now for
which of these works are you gonna stone me? (Jhn 10:32)
Are you gonna stone Me because I opened up the blind man's eyes? Or because I
healed the lame man at the pool of Bethesda? Which of My works are you gonna stone
Me for?
And they said, We're not stoning you for the good works; but for blasphemy; because
that you, being a man, make yourself God (Jhn 10:33).
They understood exactly what He was saying when He said, "I and the Father are one."
You being a man are making Yourself God.
And Jesus answered them, Is it not written in your law, I said (Jhn 10:34),
"Notice in your law that I said," here He is claiming the authorship of their law, "have you
not written in your law, that I said,"
Ye are gods? If he called them gods, unto whom the word of God came, and the
scripture cannot be broken; say ye of him, whom the Father had sanctified, and sent
into the world, You blasphemist; because I said, I am the Son of God? If I'm not doing
the works of my Father, then don't believe me (Jhn 10:34-37).
Again, calling His works as a witness.
Now, what does He mean "those to whom the Word of God came were called gods?"
This we find quoted in Psalms 82:6, and you might look at it there, in fact, you might put
a little note in John, Psalms 82:6, so that when the Mormons come to your door and try
and prove that they have every right to claim an ascendancy to God and to become
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gods, this is the basis, because He said, "Ye are gods." And in Psalms 82:6, it said, "I
have said, 'Ye are gods, and all of you are children of the Most High.'"
Now, notice He is quoting there, "I have said." He's quoting the scripture. What scripture
is He quoting? Put in Psalms 82:6, Exodus 22:8-9, and now you have your own chain
reference Bible. In Exodus 22, God is now laying down His law that the judges were to
enact upon the people. And when these things would happen, this kind of a condition
existed, this is how the judges were to rule in those cases. And so the Word of the Lord
is coming to the judges over Israel that they might enact upon Israel the laws of God. So
in verse 8, as He's talking about a situation of a thief is not found, then the master of the
house shall be brought to the judges. To see whether he has put his hand into his
neighbor's good. For all manner of trespass, whether it is for an ox, or an ass, or sheep,
or raiment, or for any matter lost thing, which another challenges to be his. The cause of
both party shall come before the judges and whom the judges shall condemn, he shall
pay double his neighbor.
Now, you're missing your jacket, and you look all over the house and you can't find it,
and you go down to the store and you see your neighbor wearing your jacket. And you
say, "That's my jacket, that's been missing out of my house." "Oh, no it's not, it's my
jacket I bought it at Buffums." And so you've got this dispute going. The man denies that
he stole it from you. So you come before the judges, and the judges then are to make
this decision. The cause of both parties brought before them. Now, the interesting thing
is that the word translated judges is the Hebrew word elohim, which is the word for
gods. So that the judges are as gods over the people in that they are controlling the
destiny of these people as they meet out their judgment. They are acting in God's place,
and so those whom He called gods were actually those judges who were enacting
God's laws upon the people. It was not a doctrine that, you know, if you're a good
Mormon, you and your wife can be god and have your own earth someplace. But it is
just declaring that the judges were called gods because of the responsibility they had of
enacting God's judgments upon the people. And so, to whom the word came, the
judges, the rules came to them, they were then called gods. And so, Jesus said, "Is it
not written in your law, that you're gods, I said you're gods." So He's not really referring
to Psalms, but He's referring directly back to the book of Exodus, chapter 22, verses 8
and 9.
Now Jesus said, first of all, "The Father has set Me apart and has sent Me into the
world, and you're saying to Me that I am blaspheming because I say I'm the Son of God.
And if I do not the works of My Father, then don't believe Me." Again, He's calling the
works. These are the testimony. Philip said, "Lord, show us the Father and we'll be
satisfied." And He said, "Have I been so long a time with you, Philip, have you not seen
Me? He that seeth Me hath seen the Father. How sayeth thou then, 'Show us the
Father'? Believeth thou, that I am in the Father and the Father in Me, or else believe Me
for the very works' sake." The works are testifying, no man can open the eyes of the
blind, no man can do these works except God is with Him, as Nicodemus recognized in
chapter 3.
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But if I do, though you believe not me, believe the works (Jhn 10:38);
If I do not the works of My Father, don't believe me, but if I do the works of My Father,
then, you don't believe Me, at least believe the works.
that ye may know, and believe, that the Father is in me, and I in him. Therefore they
sought again to take him (Jhn 10:38-39);
They were gonna arrest Him, but His hour had not yet come, and thus, He escaped out
of their hand. They had Him surrounded,
but he escaped out of their hand, and so now he went away again beyond Jordan unto
the place where John at first was baptizing; and there he stayed (Jhn 10:39-40).
Stayed until He made His final trip back Jerusalem at the call of Mary and Martha to
raise their brother Lazarus from the dead, and then to be arrested at the Passover and
to be crucified.
So now He's now down by the Jordan River, near the area where He began His ministry
with John the Baptist.
And many resorted unto him, and said, John did no miracle: but all things that John
spake of this man are true. And many believed on him there (Jhn 10:41-42).
People lived in the area who had heard John's ministry said, "There's one coming after
me, mightier than I, the latch of whose shoes I'm not worthy to stoop down and
unloose." They said, "Everything John said about this Man is true." And many believed
on Him down there by the Jordan River. And He spent the next couple of months,
actually from December, January, February, March until the month of April, He spent
down there by the Jordan River before making His journey back to Jerusalem.
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