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December memory verse, Isaiah 9:6 (NKJV)
For unto us a Child is born, Unto us a Son is given; And the government will be
upon His shoulder. And His name will be called Wonderful, Counselor, Mighty
God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.

Commentary on 1st Samuel 24 and 25 verses 1-12, by Chuck Smith
12.1.21
Chapter 24
Now it came to pass, when Saul was returned from the Philistines, they told him,
David's in Engedi. So Saul took three thousand of his chosen men out of all of
Israel, they went to seek David and his men upon the rocks of the wild goats.
[Engedi means, "wild goats".] And he came to the sheepcotes by the way, where
there was a cave, and Saul went in to cover his feet: [That is to go to sleep.] and
David and his men remained in the sides of the cave. [So David was hiding in
this cave, and Saul came to, and you know went to sleep in the very cave where
David and his men were hiding up in the sides of the thing.] And the men of
David said unto him, [Aha,] Behold, the day of which the Lord said unto you,
Behold, I will deliver your enemy into your hand, that you may do to him as it
seems good unto thee. So David arose, and cut off the skirt of Saul's robe
secretly. Now it came to pass after, that David's heart smote him, because he
had cut off Saul's skirt. [He did it and then he thought, "Oh that's not right. This
guy's a king and shouldn't have his skirt cut off." and he felt bad about it.] And
David said, The Lord forbid that I should do this thing to my master, the Lord's
anointed, to stretch forth my hand against him, seeing he is anointed of the Lord.
So David stayed his servants with these words, and he would not allow them to
rise against Saul. But Saul rose up and went out of the cave and went his way.
[The men of course wanted to do Saul in, and David forbid them to do it.] And
after Saul had gotten down the hill away, David arose also afterward, and he
went after Saul, saying, My lord the king. And when Saul looked behind, David
stooped with his face to the earth, and bowed himself. And David said to Saul,
Why do you listen to men's words, saying, Behold, David is seeking to hurt you?
Behold, this day your eyes have seen that the Lord delivered you today in my
hand in the cave: and some of them were begging me to kill you: but I said, I will
not put forth my hand against my lord; for he is the Lord's anointed. Moreover,
my father, see, here is the skirt of your robe in my hand: for in that I cut off the
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skirt of your robe, and I didn't kill you, you ought to know, and see that I have
neither evil nor transgression in my hand, I've not sinned against you; and you're
hunting my soul to take it. And the Lord judged between me and thee, and the
Lord avenged me of thee: but my hand shall not be upon thee. As saith the
proverb of the ancients, Wickedness proceedeth from the wicked: but my hand
shall not be upon thee (1Sa 24:1-13).
Here's an interesting proverb. "Wickedness proceedeth from the wicked." It is the
same as saying, "A man sins because he is a sinner." You see we often think,
"Because I sin, I am a sinner." No. Because I'm a sinner, I sin. You say well what
difference is there - it's an important difference. Only horsethieves steal horses. If
you were not a horsethief you couldn't steal a horse, no matter what the
circumstances are. Stealing a horse doesn't make you a horsethief. It only proves
you are. If you weren't a horsethief to begin with, you could never have stolen it.
The same with sin; sinning doesn't make you a sinner; it only proves that you are.
I am a sinner by nature. If I try to deny the sinful nature, I'm calling God a liar. His
truth isn't in me. All of us are sinners by nature, and because we are sinners by
nature, sin is the fruit, or the effect, or the result of what I am. I sin because I'm a
sinner.
Now even so in Christ Jesus, I am now righteous, therefore the righteousness
that I do doesn't make me righteous, I do it because I am righteous. Because of
God's work in my life in making me righteous, I do now the deeds of
righteousness. But we've got to keep in our minds from this fallacy of thinking,
"Because I do deeds of righteousness, I am righteous." Not so. "But wickedness
proceeds from the wicked." If you're wicked, wickedness is gonna proceed from
your life. It doesn't make you wicked, it only proves that you are wicked. So it's
an interesting proverb of the ancients. It is a true proverb indeed. It's in keeping
with the basic doctrines of the scriptures.
After whom [David said] is the king of Israel come out? who are you pursuing?
you're looking for a dead dog, you're looking for a flea. The Lord therefore be
judge, and judge between me and you, and see, and plead my cause, and
deliver me out of your hand. It came to pass, when David had made an end of his
speech, that Saul said, Is this the voice, of my son David? And Saul lifted up his
voice, and wept. ["Oh my son David, oh my son."] And he said to David, You are
more righteous than I: for you have rewarded me good, whereas I have rewarded
you evil. And you have shewed this day how that you have dealt well with me:
forasmuch as when the Lord had delivered me into your hand, you did not kill
me. For if a man finds his enemy, will he let him go away well? wherefore the
Lord reward thee good for thou hast done unto me this day. And now, behold, I
know well that thou shalt surely be king, and that the kingdom of Israel shall be
established in your hand (1Sa 24:14-20).
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He knew it and yet he sought to fight it all the way. He knew what God's will was
and still he sought to fight the will of God. The Bible says, "Woe unto him who
strives with his Maker"(Isaiah 45:9). How many times people are trying to fight
what they know to be the will of God. Sad but true. Saul expresses now, "I know
that some day God's gonna make you king, the kingdom's gonna be established
in your hands."
Swear now therefore by the Lord, that you will not cut off my children after me,
and that you will not destroy my name out of my father's house. And so David
sware unto Saul. And Saul went home; but David and his men went into the hold
(1Sa 24:21-22).
Chapter 25
Now Samuel died; and all of the Israelites were gathered together, and lamenting
him, and they buried him in his house at Ramah. And David arose, and went
down to the wilderness of Paran. And there was a man in Maon, whose
possessions were in Carmel; and the man was very wealthy, he had three
thousand sheep, a thousand goats: and they were shearing his sheep there in
Carmel (1Sa 25:1-2).
Now Carmel is the mountain range that goes from east to west. It starts at the
port city of Haifa and goes east along the area. Actually, Megiddo is in a portion,
a lower portion of this range of Carmel, just about the end of the range towards
the east. So there Nabal, his servants were shearing his sheep.
Now the name of the man was Nabal; and the name of his wife was Abigail: and
she was a woman of good understanding, and a very beautiful face: but the man
was churlish and evil in his doings; and he was of the house of Caleb. And David
heard in the wilderness that Nabal was shearing his sheep. And so David sent
out ten young men, and David said unto the young men, Get up to Carmel, and
go to Nabal, and greet him in my name: And thus shall you say to him who is
living in such prosperity, Peace both to thee, and peace to your house, and
peace to all that you have. Now I've heard that you have shearers: and now your
shepherds which were with us, we did not hurt them, neither was there anything
missing from them, all the while that they were in Carmel. Ask your young men,
and they will shew thee. Wherefore let my young men find favour in thine eyes:
for we come in a good day: give, I pray thee, whatsoever cometh to your hand
unto thy servants, and to thy son David. And when David's young men came,
they spake to Nabal according to all of the words in the name of David, and they
had finished. Nabal answered David's servants, and said, Who is David? and
who is the son of Jesse? there are many servants now a days that break away
from a man's master. Shall I then take my bread, and my water, and my meat
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that I have killed for my shearers, and give it to men, whom I know not from
where they are? So David's young men turned their way, and they went again,
and they came and told David all those sayings.
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