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December memory verse: Isaiah 9:6-7 (NKJV)
6
For unto us a Child is born, Unto us a Son is given; And the government
will be upon His shoulder. And His name will be called Wonderful,
Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.
Commentary on 1st John Chapter 3 by, Chuck Smith, 12.02.20
Chapter 3
Behold, what manner of love the Father hath bestowed on us, that we should be called
the sons of God (1Jo 3:1):
I love that verse. Behold, what manner of love God has bestowed upon you, that you
should be called the son of God. What glorious love, that God should adopt me as His
son, that God should claim me as His son. That God should call me His son. What
manner of love God has for me that He would call me His son.
therefore the world does not know us, because it did not know him. Beloved, now are
we the sons of God, and it doesn't yet appear what we're going to be: but we know that,
when he appears, we're going to be like him; for we will see him as he is (1Jo 3:1-2).
"Now we are the sons of God, it doesn't yet appear what we're going to be." You know,
the Bible is interesting in that it doesn't give us that much insight into just what heaven is
gonna be like. And the reason why is because there are no words that can describe it.
That's what Paul said of his experience, "I was caught up into the third heaven and, hey,
I heard things that it would be a crime to try to describe them in human language, and
I'm not gonna even try" (II Corinthians 12:1-4). It would be a crime to try to describe
them in human terms. There is no human language that can express these things. So,
because language is limited and is incapable of really expressing the fullness of the
glory, the beauty, it just remains not described for us. "Eye hath not seen, ear hath not
heard, neither hath it entered into the hearts of men those things that God has prepared
for those that love Him. But God has begun to reveal them to us by His Spirit" (I
Corinthians 2:9-10).
Now there are occasions when I have a taste of heaven. A special work of God's Spirit
within my heart and I'm carried away into an ecstasy. I experience a joy that's
indescribable, full of glory. I feel a deep glorious peace that I can't describe. The Spirit of
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God beginning to reveal to me some of those things of the heavenly scene, but yet, so
far beyond anything that words could describe.
It doesn't yet appear what we are gonna be. Paul said, "Some of you will ask, 'How are
the dead raised? With what body will they come?'" (I Corinthians 15:35) And he doesn't
really seek to tell us too much about the body, only in the fact that it's going to be vastly
superior to the body that we have. We're planted in corruption; we're going to be raised
in incorruption. We're planted in weakness; we're going to be raised in power. We are
sown in dishonor; we're going to be raised in glory. We're planted as a natural body;
we're going to be raised in a spiritual body. There is a natural body; there is a spiritual
body. As we are born in the image of the earth, so shall we bear the image of the
heavens. When you put a seed into the ground it dies before it comes forth into new life,
and the body that comes out of the ground isn't the body that you planted. All you
planted was a bare grain and God gives it a body that pleases Him, so is the
resurrection of the dead.
New body--it's not gonna be the body that I planted in the ground. I'm not gonna have
gimpy knees and I'm not gonna have bad eyes, and I'm not gonna have a bald head. I'm
not gonna have wrinkles. A glorious new form, and I don't know what it is, it does not
appear what I'm gonna be. It doesn't bother me. I know this, I'm gonna be like Him. Hey,
that's all that matters. I'm gonna be like Him, for I'm gonna see Him as He is. And that's
my hope tonight. I'm gonna be like Him as I see Him as He is.
And every man who has this hope in him purifies himself, even as he is pure (1Jo 3:3).
This to me is one of the most purifying hopes within the church: Jesus is coming at any
moment, and I'm gonna be changed to be just like Him. I'm gonna see Him as He is.
And so that keeps me from doing a lot of things that I might otherwise do, from getting
involved in a lot of wasted time that I might otherwise get involved in, because the Lord
is coming soon and I want to use my time for His glory. Keep myself pure.
Whosoever commits sin (1Jo 3:4)
Now this word commits should be translated "practices sin" or "living in sin".
Whosoever [is living or practicing] sin is transgressing the law: for sin is lawlessness.
And you know that he was manifested to take away our sins; and in him is no sin (1Jo
3:4-5).
Now, I pointed out in chapter 1 that the sins (plural) refer to the fruit, and sin (singular)
refers to the nature of sin in us, here in I John. So the sin (singular) here, as far as
Christ is concerned, "in Him is no sin," that is, there was no nature of sin. We have a
sinful nature. If I try to deny that, I'm only deceiving myself, and the truth isn't in me. If I
say I have no sin, that I don't have a sinful nature, then I'm only deceiving myself. If I
say that my sinful nature has never borne any fruit, that I've never sinned, then I do
even worse; I make God a liar now. But Jesus did not have a sinful nature. He was born
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of God, conceived of the Holy Spirit. He died, as Peter said, as a lamb without spot or
blemish. Spot, an inherent defect, He didn't have an inherent defect. Nor were there any
acquired, the blemishes. I have both; I have spots and blemishes. I have the inherent
sin, the nature of sin, and it has produced too much fruit. So, thank God for the blood of
Jesus Christ. Having confessed my sins, He is faithful and just to forgive me and to
cleanse me from all unrighteousness. So, whosoever is practicing sin is transgressing
the law, for sin is the transgression of the law, and you know that He was manifested to
take away our sins. He came in order that He might die for my sins, that He might take
away my sins and my guilt, and in Him is no sin nature.
Whosoever abides in him does not practice sin: and whosoever practices sin has not
seen him, neither known him (1Jo 3:6).
Pretty powerful words. It should cause us to examine our own lives. If I am living a life of
practicing sin, I really don't know Him. I really haven't seen Him. If I really know Him,
then I'm gonna be free from the practice of sin.
Little children, let no man deceive you (1Jo 3:7):
And don't deceive yourself.
he that doeth righteousness is righteous, even as he is righteous (1Jo 3:7).
Now, Christ our example in purity, every man that has this hope in Him purifies himself,
even as He is pure. He is our example in righteousness, as he that doeth righteousness
is righteous even as He is righteous.
He that is practicing sin is of the devil; for the devil sinneth from the beginning. And for
this purpose the Son of God was manifested, that he might destroy the works of the
devil (1Jo 3:8).
So again, don't deceive yourself. If you are practicing sin, living in sin, you are not of
God; you are a part of that rebellion against God, led by Satan.
Whosoever is born of God does not practice sin; for his seed remaineth in him (1Jo 3:9):
And the word His there in your Bible, it should be capitalized, because it refers to Jesus
Christ.
his seed remaineth in him: and he cannot sin, because he has been born of God (1Jo
3:9).
You see, I have been born now of God, I have been born again, this is what Jesus was
talking to Nicodemus about, He said, "Hey, fellow, you got to be born again if you are
gonna enter into the kingdom of heaven." He says, "How can I be born again? I am an
old man. I can't go back to my mother's womb anymore." And He said, "No. That which
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is born of the flesh is flesh, but that which is born of the Spirit is Spirit. Don't marvel
when I say that you've got to be born again." Born of the Spirit, the new birth.
Now, born of the flesh, I was born a sinner, with the nature of sin. And because of the
nature of sin, there was the fruit, a sinful life. Now I have been born again, through the
work of Jesus Christ, being born again, I have now a new nature. And when I do
something that is untowards, mean, ugly, nasty, I can't say, "Well, you know, that's just
my old nature." Because I have now a new nature. I've been born again. So that doing
the righteous things become natural; sin becomes unnatural to the child of God. It
doesn't mean that I don't sin, but it does mean it becomes an unnatural thing to me.
Doing righteousness becomes the natural thing of my life. Doing the right thing comes
natural. The nature of Christ, His seed abides in me and I can't practice sin. It's opposite
to my new nature. It's opposing my new nature. I may fall into sin, but it's so opposing to
my new nature that I'm miserable, I'm uncomfortable, and I come right out of it and I
say, "Lord, forgive me. I was a fool. I was blind and foolish. Oh Lord, forgive me." I can't
be comfortable living in sin. It's miserable because of my new nature. I'm out of
character now with the new nature that I have in Christ. And so we are what we are by
nature. That's why you need the new nature. That's why Jesus said, "You've got to be
born again."
Now in this the children of God are manifest (1Jo 3:10),
This is how you know if you're a child of God.
and the children of the devil are manifest: whosoever does not righteousness is not of
God (1Jo 3:10),
If you're not living a righteous life, you're not of God. I don't care what you might
profess.
neither he that doesn't love his brother (1Jo 3:10).
For this is the message that you heard from the beginning, that you should love one
another. That's the heart of the gospel message. Remember the lawyer came to Jesus
and said, "What is the greatest commandment?" And Jesus said, "Thou shalt love the
Lord your God with all thy heart and with all thy soul, with all thy mind, and with all thy
strength, and thy neighbor as thyself. And in these two are all the law and the prophets"
(Matthew 22:37-40). What did He teach us? Love one another, even as I have loved
you. If we don't have love for each other, then we are not of God; we don't have the new
nature. For he that loves God, loves him that is begotten of God. That's part of the
nature.
The message that we've heard from the beginning, that we should love one another.
Not as Cain, who was of that wicked one, and slew his brother. And why did he kill him?
Because his own works were evil, and his brother's were righteous. So marvel not, my
brethren, if the world hates you (1Jo 3:11-13).
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Because your deeds are righteous, and theirs are evil, and they will hate you for that.
You make them feel guilty. They don't like to feel guilty. They hate you, "You're always
doing the right thing. You're goodie, goodie, you think you are better than everybody
else, don't you?" They hate you. I'm amazed at when a person, say, finds a bag, a
Brinks bag on the highway with twenty thousand dollars in it and they take it down to the
police department and turn it in. You know that they get all kinds of hate mail and
threats on their lives and everything else? People call them up and harass them and tell
them what fools they are and how stupid they were. And people that do those kind of
things get all kinds of harassment. The world hates a righteous person. Marvel not that
the world hates you.
We know that we have passed from death unto life, because we love the brethren. And
he that loveth not his brother abides in death (1Jo 3:14).
Now how do I know that I've passed from death to life? Because I love the family of
God, I love the brethren. Jesus said to His disciples, "By this sign shall the world know
that you are my disciples, that you love one another" (John 13:35). That's the greatest
witness to the world is the love within the Christian body. They know that you are really
Christians because you love one another as you do. Hey, not only is it the proof to the
world, but it's also the proof to yourself. How do you know that you have passed from
death unto life? Because God has given you such a love for the body of Christ, those
within the body of Christ.
Whosoever hateth his brother is a murderer: [as Cain,] and you know that no murderer
has eternal life abiding in him (1Jo 3:15).
So hereby we perceive the love of God. How do you know that God loves you? How do
you know what you know? Now I know that God loves me. How do I know that God
loves me? Because He laid down His life for us, that's how I know He loves me. Again,
as we mentioned before, whenever God wants to prove that He loves you, He always
points to the cross. He never seeks to make proof of His love in any other way. He
doesn't try to prove that He loves you by the circumstances of your life always being
good and prosperous and happy and rosy. Whenever you begin to doubt the love of
Christ or the love of God, turn and look at the cross. There's the proof that God loves
you. For God so loved that He gave His only begotten Son.
Hereby perceive we the love of God, because he laid down his life for us: and we ought
to lay down our lives for the brethren (1Jo 3:16).
"Love one another even as I have loved you. Greater love has no man than this, that a
man will lay down his life for friends. You are my friends," Jesus said, "if you do what I
command you" (John 15:12-14). And He laid down His life for us. We ought to have
such love each other, for the body of Christ, that we would lay down our lives for each
other. Jesus said to husbands, "Love your wives even as Christ loved the church and
gave Himself for it." God help us, may God work His love in our hearts.
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But whoso hath this world's goods, and sees his brother have need, and shuts up his
bowels of compassion from him, how dwelleth the love of God in him? (1Jo 3:17)
Now coming to practical examples. You've been blessed, you've been prospered, you
have a lot of world's goods. And now you see a brother in Christ who is in great need
and you don't reach out to help him in his need. How can you really say that the love of
Christ abides in you? "Oh, yes, I love him. Poor brother, I feel sorry for him. I love him
so much. I feel so sorry for him. Not having any turkey this Christmas, it's a shame you
know. Has to eat a Big Mac for Christmas, terrible. Oh, but I love him. Oh, how I love
that man." No, No, no you don't. You can't really love them and shut your heart up on
their need and be cold and calloused concerning their need. How does the love of God
really dwell in you? How can you say that God's love dwells in you?
Little children, let us not love in word (1Jo 3:18),
That's easy isn't it, "Oh, I love the world, it's just people I can't stand." You know, it's
easy to profess love, "Oh, I love you so much... " What was it Shakespeare that said,
"Thou protesteth too much." I always get a little suspicious when people, every time
they see you say, "Oh, I love you so much, brother."
And hereby we know that we are of the truth (1Jo 3:19),
How do I know that I am of the truth? Because I love in truth, I love in my deeds, and
that's how I know that I'm of the truth.
and it gives assurance in our hearts towards him. For if our heart condemns us, God is
greater than our heart, and knows all things (1Jo 3:19-20).
If our heart condemn us not, we have confidence toward God. And whatsoever we ask,
we receive of him, because we keep his commandments, and do those things that are
pleasing in his sight (1Jo 3:21-22).
Now, there are a lot of people that take that first part as a promise, "whatsoever we ask
we receive of Him," but they don't finish the verse, "because we keep His
commandments and do those things that are pleasing in His sight." You see, there are
some fascinating, sort of broad promises given to us on prayer. Jesus said, "And
whatsoever things you desire when you pray believe that you receive them, and ye shall
have them" (Matthew 21:22). Now people just take that, and they start then preaching
these sermons on faith, and, "Hey, you can have anything you want. You can have a
Mercedes. All you need is faith. Whatsoever things you desire, do you desire it? Believe
and you'll have it." Who was Jesus talking to? The multitudes? Nope. He was talking to
His disciples. What constitutes being a disciple? "If any man will come after me, let him
deny himself and take up his cross and follow me" (Matthew 16:24). That needs to be
stamped over the top of that. "Whatsoever things you desire, when you pray, believe
that you receive them and you shall have them... Deny yourself, take up your cross and
follow me." What does that mean? It means that your prayers will only be on those
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things that are for His glory and for His kingdom and not to satisfy your own desires of
making a big splash in a Mercedes or whatever.
We have this confidence when we keep His commandments and we do those things
that are pleasing in His sight. Then we have power in prayer, because our prayers are
not directed towards our self-interest and our own self-aggrandizement, but our prayers
are on the things of His kingdom and things for His glory and things whereby others
may prosper and be blessed.
And this is his commandment (1Jo 3:23),
Now he's talked about a lot of commandments, and he's going to be talking more about
commandments and keeping the commandments. What is the commandment?
That we should believe on the name of His Son Jesus Christ, and love one another, as
he gave us commandment (1Jo 3:23).
That's all. He doesn't give you ten commandments, long list of do's and do nots. All He
said is to just believe on Jesus and love one another. I'm glad that He reduced it down
to just simplicity. I'll never forget it. It's easy to remember to just believe on Him and to
love one another. He doesn't lay a long burden and list on me that I have a hard time
fulfilling. Just do this, "Believe on Jesus and love each other."
And he that keeps his commandments dwells in him, and he in him. And hereby we
know that he abides in us (1Jo 3:24),
How do I know that He abides in us or in me?
by his Spirit which he has given me (1Jo 3:24).
God has filled my life with His Holy Spirit. I know He abides in me. Hereby I know, by
the Spirit that He has given.
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